The bi-annual meeting GEOMED was held in October 2011 in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. This meeting has, as a primary focus, developments in methodology and applications in the area of disease mapping and risk assessment for public health. In addition to spatial aspects related to population level public health, the program also featured presentations dedicated to spatial statistics for neuroimaging. The meeting saw a variety of presentations in this area, and this special issue represents a selection of the papers developed, with an emphasis on methodology for neuroimaging statistics. These papers consider techniques for the analysis of spatial data arising from a wide range of medical imaging modalities, including functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), positron emission tomography (PET), electroencephalography (EEG) and magnetoencephalography (MEG).
